ALCEE L. HASTINGS

207H CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
FLoriDA

COMMITTEE ON RULES
SENIOR MEMBER

UNITED STATES
HELSINKI COMMISSION
RANKING DEMOCRATIC MEMBER

FLORIDA DELEGATION
CO-CHAIRMAN

SENIOR DEMOCRATIC WHIP

Congress of the United States
#anuse of Representatives
Washington, AC 20515-0920

June 15, 2016

The Honorable R. Gil Kerlikowske

Commissioner

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20229

Dear Commissioner Kerlikowske:

PLEASE RESPOND TO:

(] 2353 RAYBURN BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-0923
TELEPHONE: (202) 225-1313
Fax: {202} 225-1171

O
2701 W. OAKLAND PARK BOULEVARD
Suite 200
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33311
TELePHONE: (954) 733-2800
Fax: (954) 735-9444

TowN OF MANGONIA PARK
MunicipaL CENTER
1755 EAST TIFFANY DRIVE
Manconia PARk, FL 33407
TeLEPHONE: (561) 469-7048

www . alceehastings.house.gov

[ write to follow up on a letter sent to your office on December 10, 2015, that called your
attention to media reports and other evidence indicating a possibility that some goods
manufactured in China and imported to the United States may contain leather made from dogs.

As you know, in 2000, the United States instituted a ban on the importation of dog fur
and skin. Many American consumers are understandably distressed at the thought that the
gloves, jackets, other accessories they purchase from Chinese manufacturers may be constructed
in whole or in part from dogs.

I was encouraged to see that the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) web page for
travelers describes "Prohibited and Restricted Items," which includes a section that informs
consumers that dog and cat fur is unlawful to import into the United States. It specifically states:

“It is illegal in the United States to import, export, distribute, transport, manufacture or sell
products containing dog or cat fur in the United States. As of November 9, 2000, the Dog and
Cat Protection Act of 2000 calls for the seizure and forfeiture of each item containing dog or

cat fur.

The Act provides that any person who violates any provision may be assessed a civil penalty of
not more than $10,000 for each separate knowing and intentional violation, $5,000 for each
separate gross negligent violation, or $3,000 for each separate negligent violation.”

I am interested to know what your agency is doing to ensure that dog and cat leather does
not make it into this country, including any current plans to update relevant agency web pages to
educate consumers and travelers about this issue.
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Furthermore, while the Dog and Cat Protection Act does not prohibit the importation of
dog and cat leather products without fur, such products may enter the U.S. mislabeled as another
type of leather. Therefore, I urge you to conduct random testing of leather products that enter the
U.S. to assure the leather is not mislabeled.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. Ilook forward to a
prompt response. '
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